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sidering the ruin of his country and the small number of men that
he hath already assembled, unless he were advertised of your
Majesty's enterprise, he cannot be prepared for the field so timely)
so shall it not be possible for him to refresh the fortress with any
great mass of victual by land. In this way, if your Majesty would
betimes give order that your ships might keep upon this shore, I
think the fortress would be starved before the season of the year
would serve the enemy to put his gallies into the sea.
For the numbers of men and all other things necessary for this
enterprise, I remit the same most humbly to your Majesty's con-
sideration. Albeit, a great number of pioneers is requisite, yet for
the expedition of the fortifying of the camp (wherein consisteth
the surety of the whole enterprise) there is no doubt but every
soldier will set his hands thereto. This done, it seemeth to me
that with the new camp, the sea, the river, and your Majesty's
pieces on the other side, there was never fortress more straitly
besieged and more desperate of succor. The army of the enemy,
be it never so great, shall not be able to get to us, being strongly
entrenched, and having taken already the advantage of the
highest grounds (which we can interlace with trenches, the one
hill to the other, and receive our victuals always in surety). Also,
in this way in your Majesty's pieces a small garrison may serve.
If this devise shall seem good unto your Highness, it shall be
meet that in the meantime were placed here a good number of
horsemen to interrupt the small revictualments and make the
fortress the meeter for the other enterprise (wherein the secret
and diligent preparation in time for necessaries is most requisite,
but chiefly the presence of your Majesty's navy by sea importeth
the whole success of the enterprise).
And whereas your Majesty (for lack of answer to the dispatch
of the Clerk of the Council of this town) hath in wages still as
many Captains and double-pays for the number of soldiers that
here now remaineth as when there were here the whole eight
thousand men, it may please your Highness, remembering your
charge, to return to your resolution to send more men. If, how-
ever, you are of the mind to reduce the companies of footmen to
three hundred; then, out of such Captains as shall be dismissed, it
might please your Majesty, besides them that shall serve for the
ordinary garrison, to choose some Captains of the most experience
and service and keep them without men, but with the wages of a
Captain. So shall they be here occupied in a place of service, and
when Your Highness shall amass more footmen those Captains